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SYMPATHETIC MAGIC

CHAP

him from exercising this uncanny power, they can do so.
In that case the midwife must dry the caul in the sun, steep
it in water, and then wash the child with the water thrice ;
further, when the child is a little older, she must grind the
caul to powder, and give the child the powder to eat with
its pap. Some people keep the caul ; and if the child falls
ill, it is given water to drink in which the caul has been
steeped.1 Similarly in the Luang-Sermata islands a child
born with a caul is counted lucky, and can perceive and
recognise the spirits of his ancestors.2 A caul, it may be
said, is merely the foetal membrane which usually forms
part of the afterbirth ; occasionally a child is born with it
wrapt like a hood round its head.

Contagious       In Parigi, a kingdom on the coast of Central Celebes,
*   the  placenta   is   laid in   a  cooking-pot,  and   one of  the

placenta in mother's female relations carries the   pot  wrapt  in   white

Celebes

cotton and hidden under a petticoat (sarong) to a spot
beneath the house or elsewhere, and there she buries it. A
coco-nut is planted near the place. Going and coming the
woman is led by another, and must keep her eyes fast shut,
for if she looked right or left the child would squint,
* because she is at this time closely united with a part of
the child, to wit its older brother, in other words the
placenta." On her return to the house she lies down on
her sleeping-mat, still with closed eyes, and draws a petticoat
over her head, and another woman sprinkles her with water.
After that she may get up and open her eyes. The
sprinkling with water is intended to sever her sympathetic
connexion with the child and so prevent her from exercising
any influence on it8 Among the Tolalaki of Central
Celebes turmeric and other spices are put on the placenta,

1 Van Schmidt, " Aanteekeningen
nopens de zeden, gewoonten en ge-
bruiken, etc., der bevolking van de
eilanden Saparoea, Haroekoe, Noessa
Laut," etc., Tijdschrift voor Nefrlands
Incite, Batavia, 1843, dl. ii. pp. 523-
526. The customs and beliefs on this
subject in the adjoining island of
Amboyna seem to be identical. See J.
G. F. Riedel, op. cit. pp. 73 sq. Accord-
ing to Riedel, if the pot with the after-
birth does not sink in the water, it is

a sign that the wife has been unfaithful.
2 Riedel, op. cit. p. 326.
8 N. Adrian! and A. C. Kruijt,
"Van Posso naar Parigi, Sigi en
Lindoe," Mededeelingen van wegg het
Nederlandscht Zendelinggenootschapt
xlii. (1898) pp. 434 sq. In Parigi
after a birth the kindspek (?) is wrapt
in a leaf and hung in a tree at some
distance from the house. For the
people think that if it were burned,
the child would die (ibid. p. 434).